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Introduction  
 
The range of Restitution Foundation activities that took place during the past 5 months 
are some of the most exciting work since the establishment of the organisation. It is the 
culmination of more than six years of work in exploring ways of developing a model to 
mobilise South Africans towards a restitution  social movement. Although a lot of 
progress has been made in mobilising the Worcester community through the Worcester 
Hope and Reconciliation Process (the pilot community led restitution project of the 
Restitution Foundation) it remains a challenge to deliver practical restitution initiatives 
that leads to justice and healing in the lives of those affected by abuse. The Worcester 
Hope and Reconciliation Process have now gained enough momentum in the town to 
consider ways of addressing the economic inequalities within their community. At a 
Strategic Planning session held on the 28th of January 2012 members of the Worcester 
Hope and Reconciliation Process agreed that socio-economic justice and restitution 
should be the main focus of their  work in the coming year.  
 
 

 
 

Mr F Coetzee, Mayoral Committee Members of the Breede Valley Municipality  
present his ǘŀōƭŜΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŎŜǎǘŜǊ tŜŀŎŜ ¢ŀōƭŜ Event 

 

mailto:restitution@restitution.org.za
http://www.restitution.org.za/


As indicated in previous reports the Restitution Foundation developed specific 
programmes in achieving its goal in mobilising a South African restitution social 
movement. These programmes include the restitution toolkit, the community-led 
restitution model in Worcester, restitution financing and restitution mobilisation 
through the media and public events. 
 
The purpose with  this report is to share progress and challenges within the work of the 
Restitution Foundation during the past five months ɀ to celebrate the achievements and 
to identify areas of the work that have not performed so well. Some of the highlights and 
challenges ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ÆÉÖÅ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ×ÏÒË include: 
 
(i)  Restitution Theory: The participation in  public lectures and debates on the 

content of the Restitution Toolkit. This culminated in the development of a paper 
on the theme ȰIs saying sorry enough? Exploring a theology of restitution in 
contemporary South Africaȱ that was published on the website of the Restitution 
Foundation 

 
(ii)  Community-led restitution : The work in Worcester was from the beginning 

intended to establish a powerful model that can be used as a catalytic tool to 
inspire the whole of South Africa towards restitution. Important achievements in 
Worcester during the past five months include: 

 

- A meeting with Stefaans Coetzee in the Pretoria Central Prison, three 
meetings with the victims of the Shoprite bombing as well as a meeting with 
the Director of Shoprite Holdings to explore possible partnership with the 
Worcester Hope and Reconciliation Process.  

 
- The Worcester Peace Table. This event in October was attended by more than 

130 key Worcester stakeholders. The launch of the Worcester Hope and 
Reconciliation Process promotional video at the event set the scene for the 
formal endorsement of the process by all the stakeholders present.  

 
- Reconciliation Day: Hope 4 Worcester. 4ÈÅ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 

activities was the Reconciliation day event that took place on the 16th of 
December near the Shoprite complex where the bombing happened in 1996. 
Prof Jansen, the guest speaker at the event, inspired the more than 400 
Worcesterians present and the letter read on behalf of Stefaans Coetzee was 
an indication that a better future is indeed possible. 
 

Although a lot has been achieved in mobilising the Worcester community 
ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÃÉÏ-
economic justice very little practical restitution achievements have materialised 
during the period. The Worcester process is now ready for such interventions to 
be developed.  

 
(iii)  Restitution Mobilization: The further development of our website, the National 

Dialogue and Facebook page over the past five months is a further highlight. The 
statistics generated by the Facebook page indicate that our posts were 



introduced to a very large number of people.   Seventy one people are following 
the site regularly, and more than 100 people have signed up as Fans.   
 
The Worcester Peace Table and Reconciliation Day celebrations received wide 
coverage in the national media (City Press, Times, Sunday Times, Rapport, Die 
Burger, Radio Sonder Grense) and the local media (The Worcester Standard and 
Valley FM) 

 
(iv)  Restitution Financing: A major disappointment ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÃË 

of progress with the Restitution Financing Project in Worcester. The aim with the 
project is to use it as a practical catalytic tool to mobilise the Worcester 
community towards restitution. The unbelievable administrative bureaucracy 
experienced from the selected bank as well as limited response capacity from the 
potential beneficiary resulted in a still ongoing loan application process.  

 
I would like to thank every board member of the Restitution Foundation for their 
eÎÔÈÕÓÉÁÓÔÉÃ ÅÎÇÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ×ÏÒËȢ ! ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ×ÏÒÄ ÏÆ thanks goes to 
Geoff Everingham for helping to secure a very generous donation from Transnet for the 
work of the organisation. I would also like to acknowledge Mike Winfield, my mentor for 
his wisdom that inspires me to dream of bigger things to come.  
 
A few board members (Xola Skosana, David Pedersen and Reuben Kadalie) have 
indicated that they would not be available for a new term. Thank you for your 
dedication over the past couple of years. 
 
My wife Sarah is my best half. She is much more than just a volunteer of the 
organisation. I am very thankful for her continuous support 
 
I now present a report of the Restitution Foundation activities for the period 1 Sept 
2011 ɀ 31 Jan 2012 
 

 

Deon Snyman 

2 February 2012 

 
 
 



1. Restitution Theory  
(Purpose: to develop restitution theory to be used as tools for the mobilisation of 
restitution in South Africa) 
 

1.1 Ȱ)Ó ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÓÏÒÒÙ ÅÎÏÕÇÈȩ %ØÐÌÏÒÉÎÇ Á ÔÈÅÏÌÏÇÙ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ 

ÃÏÎÔÅÍÐÏÒÁÒÙ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȱȢ 

 

Rondebosch United Church in Cape Town invited Deon Snyman on Sunday the 30th of 

/ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ÔÏ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ Ȱ)Ó ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÓÏÒÒÙ ÅÎÏÕÇÈȩ %ØÐÌÏÒÉÎÇ Á 

ÔÈÅÏÌÏÇÙ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÃÏÎÔÅÍÐÏÒÁÒÙ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȱȢ  

About 50 parishioners attended the presentation.  

In his presentation Deon highlighted that without justice, which includes some form of 

restitution, saying sorry has only the interest of the perpetrators at heart. When justice 

is included within the framework of saying sorry the interests of the victims are also 

considered.  

The omission of justice in the process of saying sorry has much to do with a distorted 

theological understanding of forgiveness shared by many South African Christians. This 

understanding assumes that saying sorry is enough to be forgiven. This theological 

approach is probably based on a very literal understanding of the Bible: Jesus has 

forgiven my sins and now you have to forgive my sins as well. A literal understanding of 

the Old Testament reading in Psalm 103: 12 also come ÔÏ ÍÉÎÄȡ ȰÁÓ ÆÁÒ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÓÔ ÉÓ 

ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÓÔȟ ÓÏ ÆÁÒ ÈÁÓ ÈÅ ÒÅÍÏÖÅÄ ÏÕÒ ÔÒÁÎÓÇÒÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÕÓȱȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÔÙÐÅ ÏÆ 

theological understanding is probably one of the reasons why many South African 

Christians say sorry, and then continue to walk past ongoing injustice.  They rush with 



speed towards the future without addressing the behaviour and consequences that 

caused the pain.   

Fr Michael Lapsley (director of the Institute for the Healing of Memories) often tells the 

story of a bicycle.  One day a man apologises to his neighbour for stealing a bicycle years 

ÁÇÏȢ  4ÈÅ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÕÒ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÁÐÏÌÏÇÙȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÕÒÎÓ ÔÏ ÈÉÍ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÙÓ Ȱ×ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÍÙ 

bicycle?  Can I have it back?ȱ A theology of restitution within South Africa is about 

returning the stolen bicycle. 

After the presentation time was given for discussion. Although some parishioners raised 

points of disagreement on the presentation the gathering as a whole agreed that the 

South African Church needs to take the lead in promoting restitution as a vehicle to 

address the growing inequalities within our society. 

1.2 How can restitution be utilised for historical redress and social 
reform in South Africa? 

 

 

On the 3rd of November Deon represented the Restitution Foundation in a panel 

discussion organised by the Public Square Foundation on the question ȰHow can 

restitution be utilised for historical redress and social reform in south Africaȩȱ The 

discussion took place at the Grace Christian Church in Ottery and was attended by about 

seventy people. The other panellists included Dr Ruben Richards (a political 

consultant), Mrs Ruth Benjamin-Swales (a senior partner at Ernst and Young) and Dr 

Braam Hanekom moderator of the DRC of Western and Eastern Cape.  

In his presentation Deon highlighted that saying sorry without doing sorry is not being 

truly sorry. The lack of demonstrating true-sorryness when rendering an apology can 

even damage the relationship further. 



Our general theological understanding of forgiveness in South Africa needs to be 

deepened. It should be preceded by a theology of restitution based on a text like the 

Zacchaeus narrative (Luke 19:1-10) where Zacchaeus returned three times the tax that 

he had unjustly taken. A theology of restitution is a significant tool to address the 

residual ills of discrimination as well as other causes of inequity in our communities.  

Restitution involves seeking to set right the generational ills of inequality by engaging 

those who have benefited from the system, directly or indirectly, in transferring wealth 

and social capital and reinvesting in communities that are still suffering.   

Restitution is not a purely a black-white issue, although addressing the apartheid past is 
a responsibility that heavily rests on the shoulders of the beneficiaries of Apartheid. 
There also rests a restitution responsibility on the shoulders of those who benefitted 
generously since the democratization of the country to share their gains to address the 
huge inequality in our society. 
 
High expectations within societies, such as South Africa, affected by prolonged periods 
of systemic violence often lead to a hope for swift closure and reconciliation and healing 
which will enable a return to a relative normal way of living. 
 
After the presentations of the four main speakers the audience participated in a lively 
debate on the slow pace of transformation within South Africa. Although there was 
disagreement who in South Africa should take responsibility for Restitution there was 
general agreement that the inequalities within the society need urgent attention and 
that restitution can play a leading role in this regard.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Community-led Restitution  
(Purpose: to develop a community-led restitution case study as tools for the mobilisation of 
restitution in South Africa) 
 

The past couple of months have shown a lot of progress in the mobilisation of the 
Worcester community towards the creation of a community-led Restitution movement. 
Some of the activities of the Worcester Hope and Reconciliation process (the restitution 
vehicle within the town) include the following: 
 

2.1 Meeting with Stefaans Coetzee 
 

                                        

          Stefaans Coetzee                                                              Rev Joe Mpanza 

 

On the 14th of September 2011 Rev Joe Mpanza (member of the Worcester Hope and 

Reconciliation Process) and Deon Snyman met with Stefaans Coetzee (one of the 

perpetrators of the 1996 Worcester Bombing) in the Pretoria Central Prison.  

The purpose of the meeting was to brief Stefaans on the background of the Worcester 

Restitution Process, the establishment of the Worcester Hope and Reconciliation 

Process and the use of the 1996 Worcester bombing narrative as a catalytic tool for the 

development of a community-led restitution initiative in Worcester (the narrative 

serves as a metaphor to remind all residents of Worcester of past human rights abuses 

where some residents were perpetrators and some victims).  

 

Stefaans expressed the wish for the Department of Correctional Services to transfer him 

to Worcester to make it possible for him to meet with other survivors of the bombing. 

He conveyed his support of the planned activities of the Worcester Hope and 

Reconciliation Process and agreed to prepare a message to be read on his behalf at the 

Worcester Reconciliation Day celebration. 

 

It was agreed to keep Stefaans informed about further developments within the 

Worcester Restitution process.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



2.2 Meetings with  victims of the 1996 Worcester Bombing  
 

 
Victims of the 1996 Worcester bombing meet Representatives of the Worcester  

Hope and reconciliation Process on 22 September 2011 

 

Representatives of the Worcester Hope and Reconciliation Process met with victims of 

the 1996 Worcester bombing on the 22nd of September and the 30th of November to 

introduce the Worcester Hope and Reconciliation Process to them. The purpose of the 

meetings was to ensure that they are updated and informed about the activities of the 

Worcester Hope and Reconciliation Process. 

 

Both meetings endorsed the Worcester Hope and Reconciliation Process.  

 

26 Victims of the bombing attended the meeting. 

 

 
Meeting of Victims of the Worcester Bombing on 16 December 2011 

 

On the 16th of December (after the reconciliation day celebrations near the Shoprite 

Centre) the Restitution Foundation and the Khulumani Support Group facilitated a 

dialogue with the victims of the 1996 bombing. The space became a forum for them to 



share their stories and their continuing struggles with the consequences of the 

bombings. It was evident during the meeting that people were still struggling to deal 

with the scars of the trauma and that they felt frustrated because it for years seemed to 

them as if they have been forgotten. Much appreciation was shown for the efforts of the 

Worcester Hope and Reconciliation Process to remind people of the plight of the 

victims. Mrs Elvina Ndamoyi of the Worcester Hope and Reconciliation Process, 

concluded with the words, Ȱ%Ë ËÁÎ ÓÉÅÎ ÏÎÓ ÇÁÁÎ ÖÏÒÅÎÔÏÅȱȢ (I can see that we are 

moving forward)  

  

2.3 Worcester Peace table  
 

 
Report back after table discussions at the Worcester Peace Table 

 

The Worcester Hope and Reconciliation Process arranged a Worcester Peace Table 

event on the 13th of October 2011 for 130 key Worcester stakeholders. The theme for 

ÔÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ Ȱ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÄÒÅÁÍ ÆÏÒ 7ÏÒÃÅÓÔÅÒȩȱ Thirteen different businesses 

each sponsored a table for ten people and the function was hosted in the Cumberland 

Hotel in Worcester. The Peace Table was attended by both the Executive Mayors of the 

Breedevalley Municipality and the Cape Winelands Municipality.  

 

A special video about the work of the Worcester Hope and Reconciliation Process was 

showcased at the event.  

 

4ÈÅ ÇÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ ÏÎ Ô×Ï ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȡ 7ÈÁÔ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÉÎË ÉÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÄÒÅÁÍ 

ÆÏÒ 7ÏÒÃÅÓÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÃÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÄÒÅÁÍ ÆÏÒ 7ÏÒÃÅÓÔÅÒ ÈÁÐpen. A 

summary of the responses include: 

- What do you thi ÎË ÉÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÄÒÅÁÍ ÆÏÒ 7ÏÒÃÅÓÔÅÒ? Justice, Peace, Reconciliation, 

Unity, A decent life for each resident of Worcester where all the available resources 

are shared, Worcester must take the lead as an example for the rest of South Africa 



- 7ÈÁÔ ÃÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÄÒÅÁÍ ÆÏÒ 7ÏÒÃÅÓÔÅÒ ÈÁÐÐÅÎȩ The current 

situation needs to change and the community needs to embrace change. 

Unemployment and poverty must become the business of everyone in Worcester. 

Serve and help where you can ɀ from a justice perspective, not only because you feel 

sorry for someone. 4ÈÉÎË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÈÁÐÐÉÎÅÓÓ ɀ not only of yourself 

Basil Kivedo, The Executive Mayor of Worcester described the Peace Table as a ground 

breaking event for justice, reconciliation, healing and restitution within Worcester. 

 

2.4. Meeting with the director of Shoprite  
 

The Worcester Hope and Reconciliation Process took a strategic decision to meet with 

the leadership of Shoprite, the business location where the 1996 bomb blast occurred 

with the purpose to explore possible partnership. The mayors of the Breede Valley 

Municipality and the Cape Winelands District Municipality and the Chairperson of the 

Worcester Hope and Reconciliation Process wrote a joint  letter to the CEO of Shoprite 

requesting a meeting. The CEO delegated the responsibility to meet with the 

representatives of Worcester Hope and Reconciliation process to Mr Brian Weyers 

Director and General Manager: Marketing and Product Development of Shoprite 

Holdings.  

 

The meeting took place in Cape Town on 8 November.  

 

At the meeting it was explained to Mr Weyers that the narrative of the 1996 Worcester 

bombing was chosen to mobilise the residents of Worcester towards restitution and 

reconciliation.  

 

Mr Weyers accepted an invitation to attend the 16th of December reconciliation day in 

Worcester and gave his in principle support for the Worcester Hope and Reconciliation 

Process. He also agreed for Shoprite to sponsor the refreshments for the Reconciliation 

day event.  

 

The Worcester Hope and Reconciliation Process plan follow-up meetings with Shoprite 

to discuss possible ways of support to the Worcester process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2.5. Reconciliation Day: Hope 4 Worcester 
 
The Worcester Hope and Reconciliation Process arranged a reconciliation day event on 
the 16th of December under the theme Day of Reconciliation: Hope 4 Worcester. The 
event took place in the Last Days Church at the back of the Shoprite parking lot where 
the 1996 Worcester bombing took place.  
 

 
Prof Jonathan Jansen with the Mayors of the Breedevalley and Cape Winlinds District Municipality 
and other members of the Worcester Hope and Reconciliation Process at the Reconciliation Day 
celebration in Worcester 

 
The day opened with a word of welcome from Executive Mayor of Breede Valley, Mr 
Basil Kivedo who explained how proud he was to be mayor of ȰÔÈÉÓ ÖÁÌÌÅÙ ÏÆ ÃÁÒÉÎÇȟ 
ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÐÅȱ and how the Worcester Hope and Reconciliation process was 
informing his service a mayor of this beautiful wide valley stretching to the dramatic 
ÍÏÕÎÔÁÉÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÎÃÉÒÃÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÔÏ×ÎȢ -Ò +ÉÖÅÄÏ ÁÓÓÅÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔȟ ȰWe need each other. 
We have only one country and we need to nurture and treasure it. We need to bring our 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ Ȭ3ÉÍÕÎÙÅ ɀ 7Å ÁÒÅ /ÎÅȭȢȱ 
 
Mr Claude Schroeder, Chairperson of the Worcester Hope and Reconciliation Process, 
then addressed the gathered crowd of around 400 people and spoke of the gathering as 
the culmination of two years of hard work spent building peace in our homes and in our 
communities. He commended the Foundation for Church-led Restitution for initiating 
and supporting the process that led to the establishment of the Worcester Hope and 
Reconciliation Process. Mr Schroeder asserted that no-one is born to hate and that hate 
is learned. Love comes more easily than hate, he said.  He expressed appreciation for the 
understanding that the process could not tolerate party politics and he spoke of the 
need for the community to do the hard work of reconciliation in Worcester and of how 
the journey to healing had begun with the visit of four Zweletemba residents to Stefaans 
Coetzee, one of the bombers, at Pretoria Central Prison on 9 November 2009. He spoke 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÏÆ -ÒÓ /ÌÇÁ -ÁÃÉÎÇ×ÁÎÅȭÓ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ 3ÔÅÆÁÁÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÆ ÈÏ× ×ÈÅÎ 
she had forgiven Stefaans, the label of victim no longer had any power over her and she 
became Olga. Mr Schroeder concluded by calling on all Worcesterians to ȰÂÕÉÌÄ Á ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ 
ÏÆ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÒÏÕÄȱȢ He reminded everyone that the time is always 
ri pe for us to do the right thing.  



 
The meeting listened to the message of Stefaans Coetzee delivered  

By Tshepo Madlingozi 

 
Mr Tshepo Madlingozi of Khulumani Support Group (a partner organisation of the 
Restitution Foundation) then came to the podium to tell the story of the development of 
his friendship with Stefaans Coetzee and he explained how he had gone to meet Stefaans 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÉÍÅȟ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ ȬÆÉÇÈÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÍȭ ÂÕÔ ÆÏÕÎÄ Á ÆÅÌÌÏ× ÈÕÍÁÎ ÂÅÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ×ÈÏÍ 
he had built a deep friendship. He also read a letter written by Stefaans Coetzee to the 
residents of Worcester in general and the victims of the Worcester bombing in 
particular. In his letter Stefaans took responsibility for the trauma caused in the lives of 
those affected by the 1996 bombing and conveyed his sincere remorse. He also 
expressed his wish to meet with the other victims of the bombing. 
 
The floor was then given to Professor Jonathan Jansen, Vice Chancellor of the University 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ &ÒÅÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ ×ÈÏ ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÄ ÈÉÓ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÂÏÍÂÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÇÏ ÏÆÆȱȢ 0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÏÒ 
Jansen spoke of the wounds of Christmas Eve 1996 that remain open for many people in 
this town which must be one of the most beautiful towns in the world. He asked the 
question, Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ Ô×Ï ÂÏÍÂÓ ÈÁÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÇÏÎÅ ÏÆÆȩ 7ÈÁÔ ÉÆ /lga Macingwane had 
ÂÅÅÎ ËÉÌÌÅÄȩ 7ÏÕÌÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ 3ÔÅÆÁÁÎÓ #ÏÅÔÚÅÅȩȱ He said that 
the explosion of the bombs in Worcester had been an indescribable act of violence while 
the failure of a further two bombs to detonate, could be viewed as an act of grace. 
ȰExploding bombs push us away from each other. They are a sign of how deeply divided we 
came into the new South Africa. The unexploded bombs point to how much worse it might 
ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎȱȢ   
 
Professor Jansen expressed appreciation that the event was not taking place in the 
public spotlight and said that this is the real reconciliation. Ȱ4ÈÅ ÄÒÁÍÁ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 42# ×ÁÓ 
important, but this is the hard work of reconciliation. It is hard work because victims take 
time to heal and perpetrators take ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄȢȱ He explained how the father of 



one of the Reitz Four students at his university had been unable to comprehend what 
his son had done (in taking part in humiliating the five workers who were employed at 
their hostel) because of the stories he carried in his head about black people that made 
ÈÉÍ ȰÕÎÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÉÌ ÉÎ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÏÆ ÈÉÍȱȢ  
 
Professor Jansen continued by explaining that reconciliation would take time given that 
Ȱ×Å ÇÏÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÅÓÓ ÏÖÅÒ χωτ ÙÅÁÒÓȱȢ Reconciliation is hard work, he said. It is uneven 
work because some will stay angry and will die angry, without forgiveness in their 
hearts. Ȱ&ÏÒÇÉÖÅÎÅÓÓ ÇÉÖÅÓ ÙÏÕ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÁËÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÒÄÅÎ ÏÆÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÁÃËȱȟ he said, 
but never forget that people do not understand at the same rate. He continued that 
reconciliation is costly work and in this work, victims must have priority and the focus 
must be on social justice.  
 
He concluded with the assertion that reconciliation is necessary work and warned that 
we are still in deep troÕÂÌÅ ÉÎ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȠ ×Å ÁÒÅ Á ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÏÆ ȰË×ÁÁÉ ÂÏÓÅ ÍÅÎÓÅȱ and 
we need a Restitution Foundation to bring us together in this wounded country where 
we still hear calls to ȬÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÉÔÅÓȢȭ He called for every South African to get to know the 
story of Worcester.  
 
Professor Jansen then drew attention to the fact that Mrs Macingwane had not used the 
language so many South Africans use against each other when they are ȰÔÈÅ ÍÏÅÒ ÉÎ ×ÉÔÈ 
ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒȱȢ On that memorable day in September 2009 she had said to Stefaans, Ȭ#ÏÍÅ 
ÈÅÒÅȟ ÍÙ ÂÏÙȢ 7ÈÅÎ ) ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÙÏÕȟ ) ÓÅÅ ÍÙ ÓÉÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÓÏÎȢ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÈÅÁÒÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÓÁÉÄ ÁÎÄ ) 
ÆÏÒÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕȭȢ  
 

 
Doves released as symbols of hope at the end of the  

reconciliation day event 

 
Professor Jansen concluded by expressing regret that there is so much noise this side of 
apartheid and that so much of our moral grounding has been lost. He mourned the fact 
that people are being whipped into not thinking for themselves and that South Africans 
have shown they are capable of burning people alive who look like them. He asserted 
that the world needs the story of Worcester and that wherever angry tribal things 
happen, the story of Worcester needs to be told. In building a new country, we need to 
bring young people together and we need to discipline them.  



 
The presentation of Prof Jansen was followed by the lighting of a Worcester peace 
candle by the Mayors of the Breede Valley and Cape Winelands District Municipalties, 
the chairperson of the Worcester Hope and reconciliation process and Olga 
Macingwane.  
 
After a closing song and a prayer, the group gathered in the parking area outside 
3ÈÏÐÒÉÔÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÄÏÖÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÓÙÍÂÏÌ ÏÆ ȰÈÏÐÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÃÏÎÃÉÌÉÁÔÉÏÎȱȢ  
 
The participants then moved to the Worcester Museum where tea and refreshments 
had been prepared. 
 
The Worcester Reconciliation day event received extensive media coverage (Worcester 

Standard, Sunday Times, Rapport, the Times, Cape Times). The event itself was referred 

to as a turning point in the history of Worcester. The Chairperson of the Worcester 

Hope and Reconciliation Process and Deon Snyman participated in an hour long 

interview on Radio Sonder Grense.  

 

As part of the Reconciliation Day initiative the Worcester Hope and Reconciliation 

Process collected 60 food hampers from residents of Worcester and divided it amongst 

marginalised people within the community. 

 

3. Restitution Financing 
 

3.1 Beirowplas Recycling 
 

More than a year ago the Restitution Foundation and the Worcester Hope and 

Reconciliation Process selected the Beirowplas Recycling business as the first 

beneficiary of the Restitution Financing project in Worcester. The project is important 

as it was agreed that it should be used as a catalyst to initiate other restitution 

initiatives in the town. 

 

Beirowplas bought three vehicles wi th the business: 

- Mitshubishi Truck (not in working condition, still owes the owner ± R20 000 and the 
repair of the vehicle will cost ± R5000 = Total Cost R±25 000 

- Isuzu Truck (not in working condition, still owes the owner ± R32000 and the repair 
of the vehicle will cost ± R15000 = Total Cost R±47000 

- Isuzu Bakkie (in good working condition, outstanding payment R± 47 000) 
 
The total cost to fix and pay the outstanding balances on the vehicles is R119 000.  
 
The fact that two of the vehicles are not in working condition hampers the business as 
additional transport is hired regularly to transfer material to markets in Cape Town. In 
addition to these costs the business is responsible for the monthly payments of the 
outstanding balances on the three vehicles.  



 
With all this information in mind it was agreed that the owner of Beirowplas will apply 
for a personal loan of R120 000 from ABSA bank and the interest to the loan (± R25000) 
would be paid by the Restitution Foundation via the Worcester Restitution Project 
Account.  Beirowplas would be responsible for the monthly payment of the capital of the 
loan and would be able to do so form the money saved from the monthly payments of 
the three vehicles and the renting of additional transport. 
 
The loan application from ABSA proofed to be a very complicated, frustrating, 
bureaucratic and very time consuming process. As the owner of the business did not 
have the necessary collateral to qualify for the loan ABSA suggested for the business to 
apply for surety from Khula. Both Khula and ABSA had a list of requirements for the 
application. Some of the requirements include:  (i) If the client is purchasing an existing 
business the client must provide a copy of the signed Offer to Purchase as well as a 
detailed & valued asset list (ii) Signed and dated Business Plan (iii) Detailed, signed 
Cash Flow projection for the business (for a 3 year period) (iv) 3ÉÇÎÅÄ #6ȭÓ ÆÏÒ ÅÁÃÈ 
member/director and other key personnel (iv) Confirmation of the entity in which the 
business is/will be trading (v) A detailed, signed, dated breakdown of the exact set-up / 
expansion / purchase costs (vi) Khula Indemnity ɀ consent form (vii) Documentary 
evidence of own contribution available  (cash contribution)  - proof of availability and 
source of said contribution.  (vii) Lease agreement (viii) If an existing outlet, a copy of 
the current agreement as well as an indication from the landlord that they would be 
willing to transfer the lease to the new entity. (ix) Signed and dated Personal Statement 
of Assets and Liabilities ɀ for each member/director/surety  (x) Signed and dated 
Personal Statement of Income and Expenditure - for each member/directors/surety  (xi) 
Bank statements for the previous SIX months  
 
The owner of Beirowplas struggled to succeed in submitting the required information. 
The Restitution Foundation assisted her by having regular discussions with her 
independent bookkeeper to prepare the required financial statements. The first draft of 
the statements was not accepted by the bank and more detailed reports had to be 
submitted. The business could not afford to pay the fees for the finalisation of the 
financial report and the Restitution Foundation assisted with the payment of R4000 to 
get the report ready. The Warehouse assisted with the development of a business plan. 
The first draft of the business plan was not accepted and a second draft had to be 
prepared.  
 
The Restitution Foundation facilitated at least four meetings between ABSA and 
Beirowplas to move the process forward. In December 3 requirements were still 
outstanding: 
 
1. The sale agreements with the owners of the two broken trucks 
2. Comprehensive quotations of all the costs needed to repair the vehicles 
3. A Cash flow projection for 3 years for the business (she only submitted a 1-year 

projection) 
 

At the end of 2011 the owner of Beirowplas was so discouraged that she actually 

decided not to proceed with the application. The Restitution Foundation tried to 



motivate her to continue but as of date no further developments in the application 

process happened.  

 

The Restitution Foundation developed a digital video about Beirowplas for the business 

to use in marketing its services which can be visited on the Restitution foundation 

website. 

3.2 SAAM Initiative  

 

Mike Winfield talking to Basil Kivedo, Mayor of Worcester at the Peace Table event 

There was a huge outcry after the statement made by Archbishop Emeritus Desmond 

Tutu about a wealth tax for South Africans who benefitted from Apartheid. The 

Restitution Foundation together with a diverse group of Cape Town South Africans 

concerned about the growing inequality within the South African Society since 

September 2011 started to come together to deliberate about the establishment of a 

civil society initiative to address the inequalities within the country. An organisation or 

movement called SAAM was established with the objective that if all South Africans 

were to work together we will have greater impact on society, and that this is urgent in 

order to build greater social cohesion in our country. A concept document has been 

developed in which the formation of a non politically associated SAAM Trust Fund is 

proposed from which the money raised would be used to address the socio-economic 

inequalities in SA. The objective at this stage is to gather sufficient support from other 

concerned and influential citizens to put together a practical and doable plan that can be 

launched in the near future. 

 


